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        The President’s Message 

 
 
 
  
 
  

 
Happy New Year Everyone, 
 
Bob is on a work trip so I’m going to provide a brief update.  Obviously, the weather hasn’t really 
cooperated to allow most of us to get out on the water.  As of the 11th, no catches have been reported to 
the MI database, hopefully that will come to an end before too long.   
 
Speaking of catch data, the catch data is complete for 2025. Club Points, the Fish List and Lunkers of the 
Month for 2025 have been updated.  If you still have catches to report from December, you’ll want to log 
them before the end of the month.   
 
The Ohio Musky Show is only a couple weeks away, Bob is also leading the bourbon raffle and posted the 
following message on Facebook a little while ago:  
 
“Well it's that time of year again for the 3rd Annual Ohio Musky Show Bourbon Raffle. Proceeds go to 
support of the Ohio Division of Wildlife, promotion of our Youth introduction to fishing programs and 
Conservation efforts in the State of Ohio. 
If you would like to buy tickets please contact myself or anyone from the Muskies Inc 41 Central Ohio 
Chapter. 
Tickets are $10 each on a sliding scale up to 20 tickets for $100 investment. There will be at least three 
winners this year and everything pictures and more will be given away the last weekend of January at the 
Ohio Musky Show” 
 
Hopefully you have some discretionary cash left over from the holidays, the Ohio Musky Show is always a 
great time to get together, talk about the upcoming fishing season, and maybe even buy a lure or 10.  
Watch the Facebook page for additional updates, see you all there, and good luck this year! 
 
-Pat Frase 
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Hello muskie club representatives, 
 
We hope this email finds you doing well and having an enjoyable 2025 fishing season!  We wanted to reach out to you to update you on the 
2025 muskellunge stockings that the Division of Wildlife recently completed.  Press articles released by our communications staff are often 
prepared in advance of stocking and it was reported that 20,000 muskellunge advanced fingerlings were stocked.  Unfortunately, we 
experienced a production shortfall this year.  In total, 12,949 (65% of production goal) advanced fingerling muskellunge were stocked across 
the 9 program reservoirs.  Leesville, being our brood source reservoir, received the full allocation while the remaining 8 reservoirs were 
stocked equally at approximately 60% of their targeted allocations.  These allocations follow established protocols in our muskellunge stocking 
guidance document that addresses stocking allocation when experiencing shortfalls or surplus production.  While this is disheartening, we 
contend that this one-year of significantly reduced stocking will not noticeably influence observed catch rates from the population of adult 
muskellunge moving forward.  Over the past decade we met or exceeded the stocking target of 1/acre 5 years and were above 75% of the 
target an additional 3 years.  We are still working through our pond environmental and production data to gain an understanding of where 
2025 production suffered.  Initial hatch and stocked-out numbers into the hatchery ponds were on target and forage availability was not a 
challenge this year.  Rest assured that we will work diligently to understand possible causes of 2025’s shortfall in production and do anything 
in our power to prevent these factors from affecting production moving into 2026.  Thank you, as always, for your interest and support in 
Ohio’s fantastic muskellunge program and we look forward to our continued partnership.   
 
  
Division of Wildlife stocking records can be found at Ohio Fish Stocking Records | DataOhio 
 
  
Kind Regards, 
 
Curt Wagner 
 
Fisheries Management Supervisor 
Ohio Division of Wildlife, District Three 
912 Portage Lakes Drive, Akron, Ohio 44319 
Phone: 330-245-3018 
Email: curt.wagner@ohio.gov 
 

 
wildohio.gov 
1-800-WILDLIFE 
 
  

https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/ohio-fish-stocking-records
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Division of Wildlife  •  2045 Morse Rd  •  Columbus, OH 43229  •  wildlife.ohiodnr.gov 

 
Greet ings Muskie Inc.  club  officers -  

This letter is to make you aware of a new application within the Muskie Angler Log. For some 

time, Muskies Inc. clubs have expressed interest in sharing catch data reported in the Muskies Inc. 

Lunge Log with Ohio’s Muskie Angler Log. Clubs recognize that some of their members choose to 

report their catches only in the Lunge Log and capturing this data in the Muskie Angler Log would 

be beneficial. 

We are excited to announce that there now exists a method for sharing Ohio Muskie catch data 

reported in the Lunge Log with the Muskie Angler Log – it is called the Lunge Log Data Sharing 

Program. The program was developed in collaboration with leaders from Muskies Inc. and is 

designed to integrate angler approved Lunge Log catch data with the Muskie Angler Log. We ask 

that you please share this information with your membership.  

How it works 

The process is really quite easy. An angler who wishes to share his/her catch information reported 

in the Lunge Log simply needs to create a profile in the Muskie Angler Log and indicate within that 

profile their willingness to share their Lunge Log data. This is done within the club affiliation 

section of the Muskie Angler Log by: 

1) Entering Yes for “Are you a member of a Muskies, Inc. club”; 

2) Providing a MI club member ID (this will be used by MI to identify an angler’s catches); and 

3) Select the “Share Lunge Log Catches” box.  

Kendra S. Wecker, Chief 

Division of Wildlife 

2045 Morse Rd, Building G 

Columbus, Ohio 43229 

Phone: (614) 265-6300 

2 

  

That’s it. By following these steps, an angler gives Muskies Inc. permission to provide catch data to the Muskie Angler Log. Catch data shared will include dates, locations, lengths of fish caught, and whether fish were harvested or released.   

Catch data from the Lunge Log will be collected and imported into the Muskie Angler Log annually. 

Note: we request that anglers who share their Lunge Log catch data DO NOT report the same catches in the Muskie Angler Log, as this will create duplicate catch reports. The Lunge Log Data Sharing Program is ONLY for those anglers who do not report catches in the Muskie Angler Log. 
Thank you for your time and support. Feel free to contact us with any questions. 
Kevin Page    Curt Wagner                      Fisheries Biologist   Fisheries Management Supervisor            Ohio Division of Wildlife  Ohio Division of Wildlife            Inland Fisheries Research Unit District 3                         740.928.7034 x222   330.644.2293                  kevin.page@dnr.state.oh.us  curtis.wagner@dnr.state.oh.us 
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The Fisherman Spotlight is an opportunity to highlight great catches and members of the club.  The Spotlight does not necessarily go to the 

biggest fish caught each month. 

Here are 
some 

pictures 
from the 

2025 
season, 
enjoy! 

 

Official 2025 Lunkers of the Month 
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Jan 23-25th      Ohio Muskie Show, Hilliard Ohio 
 
Mar 12th   Annual Chapter 41 Lure Auction 
 
Mar 14th   Central Ohio Chapter of Muskies inc. Club Banquet  

@ Church of the Resurrection Banquet Facility New Albany, Oh 
 
Mar 21st  Spring Conservation Day, Cheshire Rd Launch Ramp, Alum Creek 

 
April 25-26th    John Fisher Memorial Tournament (Clear Fork)  
 
May 2nd    New Member Fishing Day  
 
May 30-May 31st  Russ Dodridge Memorial (Alum Creek)   
 
Jun 6-7th   Chapter Challenge (Salt Fork) 
 
Jun 19th    Nite Bite (Alum Creek)  
 
July 9th   Youth Fishing Event (Whetstone Park of Roses)    
 
July 10-12th    Can Am on Lake St Clair 
 
Aug 15th   Summer Conservation Day, Howard Rd Launch Ramp, Alum Creek 
 
Sept 12th  Elmer Heyob Memorial (CJ Brown) 
 
Sep 26-27th    Region 3 Chapter Challenge (Pymatuning Reservoir)  
 
Oct 10-11th   Fall Shootout (Alum Creek) 
 
Dec 10th    Central Ohio Chapter of Muskies inc. Christmas Party. 
 
Monthly Meetings are held at Pj’s Pizza in Sunbury 2nd Thursday of each Month. 
Please see the meeting schedule for more details on dates.  
 
** June Meeting will be held at the Hollenback launch ramp, Alum Creek Lake.  

Central Ohio Chapter  
41st Anniversary Event Schedule 

2026	


